CHAPTER FIVE
The Plays on Personal Relations
IN the Economic Plays the tragedy of economic individualism is
presented; in the Political Plays^ the stranglehold finance capital
has over democracy and poverty is presented; in the Social Plays,
how the professions and the institutions of marriage and family
crush and distort the individual soul is presented. Man as part
of the economic?, political and social machines is the theme of
the previous plays. On the other hand, man as an individual
is the theme of the plays on Personal relations. Not that in the
other plays there are no personal relations. All relations in a
play must be personal relations. Whatever the forces that are
presented ia a play, they have to come into it as persons and
personal relations. Capitalism will have to be represented as an
Undershaft or a Mangan or a Bill Buoyant, The relations in
Getting Marrted and Misalliance are personal relations. But
these personal relations are used as the means of throwing light
an some political issue or social institution. In the Individual
or Personal Plays, light is thrown on the individual and .his private
or domestic relations, and his independent individual existence.
In the Philanderer and Candida, the notion that a man's or a
woman's happiness must ultimately depend on himself or herself
is dramatized. In Arms and the Man, an individual who faces
facts and cheerfully accepts them is contrasted with another who
is enchained by his own ideas and notions, which he borrows
not from life but from books and convention. In You Never
Can Tell, Crampton's tragedy and his notion of bringing up children
are pictured.
The Philanderer is a Personal Play of triangular love between
two women and a man, with the usual Shavian accessories of an
anti-romantic and anti-climactic denoument and dramatic contrast
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